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That the diminution of the influence of the house of
Bourbon is not an empty opinion, which we easily receive,
because we wish it to be true; that other nations, likewise,
see the same events with the same sentiments, and prog-
nosticate the decline of that power which has so long in-
timidated the universe, appears from the declaration now
made by his majesty of the conduct of the Swedish couit.

That nation which was lately governed by the counsels,
and glutted with the bounties of France, which watched
the nod of her mighty patroness, and made war at her com-
mand against the Russian empire, now begins to discover,
that there are other powers more worthy of confidence and
respect, more careful to observe their engagements, or
more able to fulfil them. -She, therefore, requests the
British monarch to extricate her from those difficulties, in
which she is entangled by a blind compliance with French
dictates, to restore to her the dismembered provinces, and
recall that enemy which now impends over her capital,
and whom the French have neither interest to appease,
nor strength to resist.

Such, my lords, is the present prospect which offers it*
self to him who surveys Europe with a political view, and
examines the present interest and dispositions of neigh-
bouring potentates; such is the order which has been pro-
duced from general confusion, and such the reestablish-
ment of equal power, which has succeeded these concus-
sions of the world.

It is no small addition to the pleasure which this change
must afford every man, who has either wisdom to discover
his own happiness, or benevolence to rejoice in that of
others, that it has been the effect not of chance but of con-
duct; that it is not an unforeseen event, produced by the
secret operation of causes fortuitously concurring, but the
result of a political and just design, well concerted and
steadily pursued; that every advantage which has been
gained, is the consequence of measures laid to obtain it;
that our happiness has been procured by prudence, and
that our counsels have not been lucky but wise.

If we reflect, my lords, upon the causes which have con-
tributed to the rescue of Europe from impending slavery,